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COMMISSION VIEWS AND NEWS 

Letter from our Chairwoman  
 
October is a very busy month as ACJC prepares for a number of upcoming initiatives from developing our 
legislative priorities to undertaking hearings on important criminal justice topics, as well as working with 
our statewide partners to raise awareness on domestic violence.   

In Arizona alone, 43% of women and 33% of men have experienced sexual violence, physical violence, 
and/or stalking by an intimate partner, this is higher than the national average (NISVS, 2017). Thus,  
Arizona has designated October as Domestic Violence Awareness month.  ACJC does its part throughout 
the year by continually improving services for individuals impacted by Domestic Violence through our  
Victims Compensation program, as well as our Criminal Justice Systems Improvement program.  We have 
highlighted their efforts in this months newsletter.  Additionally, we are working in partnership with the 
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family through its  “Light Arizona Purple” campaign to highlight the 
issue and to provide valuable resources for those individuals impacted.  As part of the “Light Arizona  
Purple” campaign,  we are asking ALL Arizonans to join the effort and light their own homes purple.  The 
Home Depot is selling purple light bulbs at all Arizona store locations with a percentage of the proceeds 
going to support domestic violence prevention.  For more information and resources, please visit 
www.domesticviolence.az.gov .  Finally, we encourage everyone to wear purple on October 24 to support 
our statewide awareness efforts. 

Another important ACJC initiative we are launching is our hearings on criminal justice reform.  Pursuant to 
ACJC’s statutory mandate, the focus of our hearings is on identifying available data and providing a  
reliable foundation for discussions on Arizona’s criminal justice system. Based on the findings of the  
hearings, the Commission will produce a series of reports to provide a common data framework that will 
help legislators understand how potential policy changes may impact how Arizona’s citizens interact with 
our criminal justice system and ultimately how we, as a state, approach criminal justice reform.  It is our 
goal to help our policymakers better understand this complicated data and how it can and should be used 
to make informed, data-driven decisions on criminal justice policy changes.  

On September 25, ACJC held our first hearing on “Setting the Stage: Understanding what data is availa-
ble to best determine who is in our prison and probation systems and why?”  The next hearing will be held 
on Wednesday, October 30, 2019, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 
at 1110 W Washington St # 250, Phoenix, AZ 85007.  The topic is “Understanding the Sentencing Code,  
Recidivism, and Reentry Programs.” 

Finally, ACJC continues to seek to bring additional Federal criminal justice resources to agencies and  
organizations across Arizona.  In 2019 alone, ACJC was awarded $9,841,364 in Federal formula and 
competitive grants.    

As we look ahead to 2020, ACJC will continue to find ways to improve services to agencies across our 
State and throughout our Criminal Justice system.                            

Sheila Polk, Yavapai County Attorney and ACJC Commission Chairwoman 

ARIZONA CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION   October 2019 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.domesticviolence.az.gov&c=E,1,yr276jNce4fTpkxQmAd9e4c839WswJ_IOtzi4FIhmfMWVhOSprKFIH_ZlAfOMTaQeaJb-r0BcJjcuoN52KfZAstOQ2-cryUNGSvwkHuPdrQJYJ3ed8c,&typo=0
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ACJC’s Crime Victim Assistance Program 
How our agency is helping to move the needle on providing more  

resources for individuals impacted by domestic violence in our State 
 

The ACJC Crime Victim Assistance Program distributes grant funds to provide victim assistance services directly to victims of 

crime. Funds are used to provide crisis intervention services, emergency services, support services, court related services such as 

advocate services, victim rights notification, training for staff and volunteers who provide direct services to victims, and other  

services addressing victimization.   

 

Funding from this grant has helped to support a variety of projects including: supporting a portion of costs for Food Services  

Coordinators to plan and prepare meals for children at an Emergency Children’s Shelter; employing an Administrative and  

Property Manager to guide and assist victims with transitional housing applications, housing certifications, and paperwork  

processes; and funding of advocate and lay legal advocate positions at emergency shelters.  

 

Funding for training has supported a Trauma and Resilience Trainer who facilitates live and web-based training on trauma and 

trauma-informed care; has subsidized trainings to provide advocates and allied professionals standardized training on  

comprehensive victims’ issues; and provided program funding to develop training for law enforcement, schools, and youth  

providers to support teens/students who witness or experience domestic/sexual/teen dating violence.  

 

In FY2019, these grant funds had a significant impact on the delivery of victim services by organizations.  For one agency, grant 

funding was used for their shelter program. One participant that came to stay at the shelter with her four children was so grateful 

for a comfortable and clean space of their own. Her 10-year-old child confided to a Child Advocate that this was the first time they 

had felt safe and they were able to sleep through the night. 

 

Another agency utilized grant funds to facilitate the implementation and development of a victim assistance program. The funding 

allowed for the hire of a fulltime victim advocate. In one situation, the grant funded program provided services to a family of three 

that were effected by a domestic violence strangulation incident. The involvement of the victim advocate created a supportive  

liaison for the victim. The advocate was able to provide case status updates and the necessary guidance to obtain an order of  

protection and provide to law enforcement for service.  

 

ACJC funding also allowed programs to employ more Crisis Responders. For one agency, immediate crisis response was  

provided for a survivor who was visiting with her boyfriend. During their first night in town, they started fighting and the boyfriend 

physically attacked her. The crisis responder was able to give information about what was happening, provided her with resources 

and helped her contact services for a forensic strangulation exam. They helped to get another hotel room and a hot breakfast, and 

assisted with arrangements for transportation to go back home. This agency continued to work with this survivor through the  

criminal justice process.  

 

These are just a few examples highlighting how ACJC funds assisted programs to provide services to victims of domestic  

violence. It is through the work of these great programs that essential services and support are provided to victims of domestic 

violence.  
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Changes to the Orders of Protection/Injunctions Against Harassment Process 

Why is the process changing? 

 
  New legislation was passed that will become effective on January 1, 2020. 
  Revised statutes: ARS 13-3602; ARS 13-3624; ARS 12-1809; ARS 12-1810. 
  Changes implemented to improve safety, access, and efficiency of Orders of Protection/Injunctions Against  

  Harassment for the public, law enforcement and the judicial system. 
 

What is changing? 

  The Supreme Court will now be the holder of record.  Previously, the Sheriff's office the was the holder of  
  record.     

  Petitioner will be able to complete an Order of Protection/Injunction Against Harassment petition online  
  and then go to any court when they are ready for their ex-parte issuance hearing.   

  When the court grants an Order of Protection, it will send it electronically through a Protection Order  
system to the serving agency for service.  The serving agency will be responsible for printing and serving the  
order.  This will no longer be paper-based and initiated by the plaintiff.   

  Servicing agencies will have two options to electronically receive the order and update the declaration of service 
data:  an internet web portal and a system-to-system interface (which must be developed by the servicing  
 agency from specs provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts). 

  The service agency will have 72 hours to file the affidavit, declaration, acceptance, or return of service to  
  the court.  Previously, it was 7 days.   

  There are no limits to the number of attempts in serving Orders within the year of issuance.   
  Removes the requirement for a law enforcement agency to request that a prosecutorial agency file  

charges for a violation of a protective order.   
  A notification system will be created that can provide the plaintiff real time information on the status of their   

Order of Protection.   
  The plaintiff's address and contact information will be kept confidential at all times in the new system.   
  Emergency Orders of Protection will now expire 72 hours from issuance.  Previously, it was 24 hours.   
  After 15 days, if the order has not been served.  A notification will be sent to the plaintiff requesting  

additional information.   
 

What are the next steps? 

  ACJC will provide training to law enforcement and victim service agencies in the fall of 2019. 

  Changes will go into effect on January 1st, 2020. 
 

For more information, contact Marc Peoples, Systems Improvement Manager at 602-364-1152 or Shayla Fordyce, 

Project Manager at 602-364-1161. 
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Formula 

 

 

Competitive 

 

 

            2019 Federal Grant Award Total:                                       $9,841,364.00 

Byrne Justice Assistance Grant  $3,610,450.00 

       PREA Penalty Reallocation to Dept. of Corrections $70,191.00 

       SORNA Penalty Reallocation to DPS $140,383.00   

Coverdell – Crime Lab Assistance $410,537.00 

Residential Substance Abuse Treatment – RSAT  $783,216.00 

Victim Compensation Program Reimbursement $1,278,000.00 

Formula Grant TOTAL:    $6,292,777.00 

Coverdell 
Place 2-FID readers into Coroner’s Offices 

  

$98,988.00 

Juvenile Prosecution Training 
Provide training funding to APAAC for juvenile prosecutors 

  

$225,000.00 

NICS Act Record Improvement Program – NARIP 
NICS Task Force, Orders of Protection System integration into local law enforcement 

RMS 
  

$1,144,051.00 

National Criminal History Improvement Program – NCHIP 
Live scan machines for DPS & local law enforcement agencies 

  

$1,480,548.00 

VOCA Bldg. State Tech Capacity & Elder Abuse Hotlines   
Three-year grant to stand up state-wide victim notification system 

  

$600,000.00 

Competitive Grant TOTAL: $3,548,587.00 
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As you are aware, the AOC/ACJC/DPS is developing a new internet-based  
system called “AZPOINT” which will enable the public to complete protective 

order petitions online and for courts to transmit Orders of Protection for  
service to law enforcement and constables, commencing January 1, 2020. 

If you have questions about the new system and process please contact Marc 
Peoples at mpeoples@azcjc.gov if you are law enforcement or constable and 

Kay Radwanski at  Kradwanski@courts.az.gov if you are a court. 

 

Oct 8 - NICS Task Force Meeting 

             8:30 AM, University of Phoenix 

Oct 17—Substance Abuse  

                Epidemiology Work Group  

               1:00 PM, Governor’s Office of     

         Youth, Faith and Family. 

 Oct 30—Commission Hearing 

               10:00 AM, 1110 W. Washington 

Nov 12 - Forensic Advisory  

                Committee 

               10:00 AM, 1110 W. Washington 

Nov 21 - ACJC Commission Meeting 

                

Dec 5- ACJC Policy Team Meeting 

            10:00 AM, 1110 W. Washington 

mailto:mpeoples@azcjc.gov
mailto:Kradwanski@courts.az.gov
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Contact Us 

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 

1110 W. Washington Suite 230 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Phone: 602-364-1147 

 

www.azcjc.gov 

 

Follow us on social media 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/acjcpio 

https://twitter.com/azcjc 

“Our mission is to continuously address, improve, sustain and enhance public 
safety in the state of Arizona through the coordination, cohesiveness and  

effectiveness of the criminal justice system.” 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month  

Events and Resources 

 
EVENTS 
 
For events in your area, visit: https://itcanstop.az.gov/ 
 
Wear Purple Day is October 24th - folks are encouraged to wear purple in support of victim 
and survivors and to raise awareness, sharing on social media! Use #LightingAZPurple & #EndDVinAZ 
 
Purple Ribbons and Large STOP signs are available upon request for displays or staff photos!  
 
RESOURCES 
 
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence—ncadv.org 
Arizona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence—1-800-782-6400 
La Frontera EMPACT—1-866-205-5229 
The National Domestic Abuse Hotline—1-800-799-7233 
LovelsRespect.org—1-866-331-9474 
Domestic Shelters.org 

 
https://domesticviolence.az.gov/domestic-violence/resources 
 
Visit ItCanStop.az.gov 


