
Full Service Crime Laboratory Definition  
Proposed Revision  

 

 

The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission met with the recipients of the Full Service 

Crime Laboratory Grant. Directors from Scottsdale Police Department, Department of 

Public Safety, Mesa Police Department, Phoenix Police Department, and Tucson Police 

Department were present. During this meeting, the crime lab Directors informed the 

Commission that the processes and procedures specified in the full service definition 

were outdated and did not highlight forensic nuances. Unanimously, the directors have 

proposed the following revisions:  

 

 Is operated by a criminal justice agency that is a political subdivision of the state; 
 

 Employs at least one full-time forensic scientist who holds a minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree in a physical or natural science; 
 

 Is registered as an analytical laboratory with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration of the United States Department of Justice for possession of all 
scheduled, controlled substances;  
 

 Is accredited by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory 
Accreditation Board; and 

 PROPOSED VERBIAGE – Is accredited by an organization that provides 
accreditation based on ILAC G19 and ISO/IEC 17025 or ISO/IEC 17020 
and any relevant field-specific standards.   

ILAC – International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation 
 

G19 – G series # 19 (standard number for forensic science 
processes) 
 

ISO – International Organization of Standardization 
 

17025 - Standard number for calibration testing 
laboratories 
 

17020 – Standard number of general operation of bodies 
performing inspections 

 
 Provides, at a minimum, services in the areas of controlled substances, forensic 

biology, DNA, blood and breath alcohol, firearms, and toolmarks. 
 PROPOSED VERBIAGE – Provides a minimum of 6 forensic disciplines in 

the areas of trace evidence, blood and breath alcohol, firearms and 
toolmarks, crime scene processing, latent print comparisons, seized drugs, 
DNA, digital forensics, and drug toxicology.  In addition to the minimum of 
6 disciplines, at least one of the 6 disciplines must be DNA, digital 
forensics, or drug toxicology.   
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Arizona Criminal Justice Commission

February 26, 2020

FY 2021 Full-Service Forensic Crime
Laboratory Grant

Requirements of Full-Service Forensic Crime Laboratory:

Operated by a criminal justice agency that
is a political subdivision of the state

Employs at least one full-time forensic
scientist who holds a minimum of a

bachelor’s degree in a physical or natural
science

Registered as analytical laboratory
with the DEA of the U.S. Department

of Justice for possession of all
scheduled controlled substances

Accredited by the American Society of
Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory

Accreditation Board

Provides, at a minimum, services in the
areas of controlled substances, forensic
biology, DNA, blood and breath alcohol,

firearms, and toolmarks
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FY21 Full-Service Forensic Crime Laboratory Grant
Program Funding Proposal

AZ DPS 
(2 labs)

Phoenix PD

Mesa PD

Funding
Recipient

Tucson PD

Total FY21 Allocation Recommendation
Pursuant to ARS 41-2421(J)(5):   $500,000.00  

Base
Allocation*

$200,000.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00

*Every Full-Service Crime Laboratory  receives a
base of $100,000.00

Total $500,000.00

Note:

Population
Percentages*

100%

56%

8%

23%

13%

Population
Allocation

$0

$0

$0

$0

Proposed
Allocation

$0

$200,000.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00
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