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ACJC receives more than $500,000 for NICS

records improvement

The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) awarded ACJC a $582,932
grant to improve the quality of records Arizona submits to the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). The
records include automated criminal history and mental health adju-
dications information required to identify persons prohibited from
possessing firearms. ACJC applied for the funding to establish a
task force to address mental health adjudications or commitments
reporting and missing and/or backlogged dispositions for criminal
records used by NICS to identify prohibited possessors, with prior-
ity given to those missing mental health adjudications. For more
information, please see ACJC'’s press release.

NFSTC offers online
DNA training program

Online training from the
National Forensic Science
Training Center is available
to assist law enforcement
leaders in understanding the
policy and practice regarding
DNA use to investigate
crimes. The program,
Forensic DNA Education for
Law Enforcement Decision
Makers, can be accessed at
http://projects.nfstc.org/fse/
index.html.

NIJ awards cold case
grant for Phoenix PD

The National Institute of Jus-
tice has awarded $485,413
to ACJC for the 2011 Phoe-
nix Police Department Solv-
ing Cold Cases with DNA
program. The PPD has dedi-
cated two squads of detec-
tives to investigate cold
cases including sexual as-
saults and homicides. With
the support of an NIJ 2008
Solving Cold Cases With
DNA award, more than 750
violent crimes cold cases
were re-opened and the
number of pending cold case
investigations were reduced
by more than 400 cases.

DUI Council moved
Effective Oct. 1, administra-
tion of the Oversight Council
on Driving or Operating Un-
der the Influence Abatement
fund moved from ACJC to
the Governor's Office of
Highway Safety (GOHS):
http://www.azgohs.gov/.

2011 JRJ law school loan
repayment program

The John R. Justice Program
provides loan repayment
assistance for local, state, and
federal public defenders and local
and state prosecutors who
commit to continued employment
as public defenders and
prosecutors for at least three
years. Applications must be
postmarked by Oct. 28.

AYS fact sheets: teen
dating violence and

marijuana use

ACJC’s Statistical Analysis Cen-
ter (SAC) has published two new
one-page fact sheets on youth
marijuana use and teen dating
violence in Arizona based upon
information from the 2010 Ari-
zona Youth Survey (AYS). The
biennial survey collects a variety
of information about youth, in-
cluding their self-reported experi-
ences with marijuana use and
teen dating violence.

The AYS reported that life-
time and 30-day youth marijuana
use decreased consistently be-
tween 2004 and 2008. However,
the 2010 AYS data revealed an
increase in youth lifetime and 30-
day marijuana use. Additionally,
the 2010 data revealed that 17.3
percent of youth reported having
experienced teen dating violence
in the 12 months prior to taking
the survey.

Visit the ACJC web site
(www.azcjc.gov) to access “2010
AYS Marijuana Use Fact Sheet”
and “Teen Dating Violence Fact
Sheet” for a more in-depth look at
these topics.
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