
Arizona Youth Survey 
(AYS) Project



Survey Sponsor

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
 Governor’s Office of Children, Youth, and 

Families
 Arizona Department of Education
 Tobacco Education and Prevention Program
 Arizona Department of Gaming-Office of 

Problem Gambling



The Arizona Youth Survey Project 
Was Designed With Arizona Schools In Mind

The survey project involves the Arizona Youth Survey, 
which was designed to gather valuable school- and 
community-level data for substance abuse prevention 
planning, and grant writing.

We have tried to design a quick, easy survey process for all 
schools and teachers involved.
 Survey takes approximately 45 minutes to complete
 Only passive parental consent is required
 Student participation is completely voluntary



Examples of Survey Questions

 “On how many occasions (if any) have you used marijuana in the past 30 
days?”

 “How many times in the past year have you taken a handgun to school?”

 “If I had a personal problem I could ask my mom or dad for help?”

 “During the past 12 months, how often have you been picked on or bullied by 
a student on school property?”

 “What are the chances you would be seen as cool if you regularly 
volunteered to do community service?”

 “How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to smoke cigarettes?”

 “How many times in the past year have you participated in clubs, 
organizations or activities at school?”



Purpose and Benefits of AYS

 Provides data at the school, regional, and state levels

 Provides data to help target and evaluate prevention services

 Collects data required for the district and the state of Arizona to receive federal 
funding 

 Provides data to demonstrate that federal and state funds are being used 
effectively

 Allows each school and region to receive a report outlining student levels of risk, 
protection, substance use, and delinquent behavior

 School, regional, and state data can be used by the school district and schools in 
applying for funding as well as in meeting assessment requirements



We Need Your Help…

 Distributing passive parental consent forms

 Helping to assure students that their answers are 
completely anonymous and that their participation in the 
survey is helpful to the prevention work that is being 
done in their community and in the state.

 Administering the survey to students on the day of the 
survey.

 Filling out the information on the survey envelope and 
delivering the packet to the office.



Contact Information

Michelle L. Neitch, MA
AYS Project Coordinator and Research Analyst
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission

 1110 W. Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, AZ 85007
 Phone: 602-364-1173
 Fax: 602-364-1175
 mneitch@azcjc.gov

Mary VanLeeuwen Johnstun, 
AYS Survey Project Consultant
Bach Harrison, L.L.C.

 116 S. 500 E., Salt Lake City, UT 84102
 Phone: (801) 359-2064, ext. 108Fax: (801) 524-9688
 www.bach-harrison.com
 mary@bach-harrison.com


