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In the 2008 administration of the Arizona Youth Survey (AYS) three questions were used to capture
lifetime and past 30-day use of prescription drugs. Specifically, youth were asked about lifetime and
past 30-day use of prescription pain relievers, prescription sedatives, and
prescription stimulants. These questions also allow for the creation of an
overall prescription drug measure by capturing any type of prescription
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Prescription Drug Abuse by County and Gender

Of the 15 counties in Arizona, Greenlee (15.4%), La Paz (14.3%) and Apache (14.0%) have the highest rates of youth pre-
scription drug abuse (Chart 1). The percentage of youth reporting prescription drug abuse in Apache County is particularly
noteworthy because the Apache county sample only included 8th grade students while in all other counties 8th, 10th, and
12th graders participated. The lowest youth prescription drug abuse rates were in Santa Cruz (8.2%) and Yuma (8.7%) coun-
ties. Chart 1 also shows the gender differences in prescription drug abuse for each county and the state overall. In 13 of the
15 counties in Arizona, females reported abusing prescription drugs in the 30 days prior to taking the survey at a higher rate
than males. Coconino County and Navajo County are the only counties where males reported abusing prescription drugs at a
higher rate than females.
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